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Letter from the Program Manager
It is always a pleasure to work with organizations like yours who
are doing good throughout the world. At Gallagher, our goal is to
provide an effective partnership, including the methods in which we
communicate with you.
Your organization has been receiving our newsletter in print for some
time and it has been brought to our attention that many groups may
prefer to receive it electronically. We would love to transition to an
electronic version of our newsletter. So this is where you come in—if you are interested in
receiving our newsletter via email, let us know at gcbenefits@ajg.com. We promise to never
share your information with third parties or other organizations. It will be just between us.
We always welcome your feedback on how we are doing to meet the needs of your
organization. If there are topics of interest that you would like for us to cover in upcoming
newsletters, please feel free to share. Or catch us on Facebook at Gallagher Charitable
International Insurance Services. We would love to hear about your summer travels.
Wishing you a safe and happy summer,
Dana Crowl
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Zika Virus

The symptoms of Zika are similar to those of Dengue and
Chikungunya.

On January 15, 22 and 26, 2016, the U.S. Center for Disease Control
(CDC) issued several health alerts related to the Zika virus in the
Caribbean, South America, Central America, Samoa, Cape Verde and
Mexico. The alerts urge travelers to practice enhanced precautions in
these areas due to the recent increase in reported cases of Zika.

PREVENTIVE MEASURES
Because there is no vaccine or prophylactic medication available
to prevent the Zika virus infection, the CDC recommends that all
pregnant women consider postponing travel to areas where the Zika
virus transmission is ongoing. Mosquitoes that spread the Zika virus
bite both indoors and outdoors, mostly during the daytime; therefore,
it is important to ensure protection from mosquitoes throughout the
entire day. If a pregnant woman travels to an area with the Zika virus
transmission, she is advised to strictly follow steps to avoid mosquito
bites, such as the following measures on the CDC website:

For women who are pregnant at any stage or are trying to become
pregnant, the CDC recommends postponing trips to this area, if
possible, because the virus can be spread from pregnant women to
unborn babies. Reports have linked the infection with the virus during
pregnancy to serious birth defects in babies, such as microcephaly—
reduced size of the brain.

• Wear long-sleeved shirts and long pants.

The incubation period (the time from exposure to symptoms) for the
Zika virus disease is not known, but is likely to be a few days to a
week. The virus usually remains in the blood of an infected person for
a few days, but it can be found longer in some people.

• Stay in places with air conditioning or that use window and door
screens to keep mosquitos outside.
• Use Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)-registered insect
repellents. All EPA registered insect repellents are evaluated for
effectiveness.

The official CDC Level 2 Advisory applies to:
• Puerto Rico

• Central America

• Mexico

• South America – including
Brazil

»» Always follow the product label instructions.
»» Reapply insect repellent as directed.

Countries and territories with active Zika Virus transmission are:
• Barbados

• Guatemala

• Puerto Rico

• Bolivia

• Guyana

• Saint Martin

• Brazil

• Haiti

• Suriname

• Colombia

• Honduras

• Venezuela

• Ecuador

• Martinique

• Samoa

• El Salvador

• Mexico

• Cape Verde

• French Guiana

• Panama

• Guadeloupe

• Paraguay

»» Do not spray repellent on the skin under clothing.
»» If you are also using sunscreen, apply sunscreen before
applying insect repellent.
»» Do not use insect repellent on babies younger than 2 months of
age.
»» Dress your child in clothing that covers arms and legs.
»» Cover crib, stroller and baby carrier with mosquito netting.
»» Do not apply insect repellent onto a child’s hands, eyes, mouth
and cut or irritated skin.
»» Adults: Spray insect repellent onto your hands and then apply
to a child’s face.

Prior to 2015, Zika Virus outbreaks had occurred in the areas of
Africa, Southeast Asia and the Pacific Islands

• Treat clothing and gear with permethrin or purchase permethrintreated items.

HOW DOES THE ZIKA VIRUS SPREAD?

»» Treated clothing remains protective after multiple washings.
See product information to learn how long the protection will
last.

Zika is an illness caused by a virus transmitted by the Aedes mosquito
(this mosquito also transmits Dengue and Chikungunya).

SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS

»» If treating items yourself, follow the product instructions
carefully.

Common symptoms include the following:
• Fever

• Rash

• Headache

• Joint pains

• Conjunctivitis (red
eyes)

• Muscle aches

»» Do NOT use permethrin products directly on skin. They are
intended to treat clothing.
Sleep under a mosquito bed net if you are overseas or outside and are
not able to protect yourself from mosquito bites. If you think you may
be pregnant and may have been exposed through travel and have any
of the symptoms, you should see your doctor immediately.

AVAILABLE RESOURCES
www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/65/wr/mm6502e1.htm
www.cdc.gov/zika/index.html
www.cdc.gov/chikungunya/pdfs/fs_mosquito_bite_prevention_
travelers.pdf
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Spotlight on Good Works – Thailand

• The sale of Handmade Karen silver water necklaces at Chai Lai
provides the refugee villages with access to clean water, which
not only empowers these populations but saves lives. 100% of
proceeds go directly to a clean water fund to cover the cost of
filters, wells, pumps, maintenance training and delivery and
installation. Having readily available clean drinking water is
something that many of us take for granted and is currently one
of the biggest problems that remote Karen villages are facing in
the mountains of northern Thailand.

I work with mission and humanitarian groups every day, but it was
especially meaningful to stumble upon the fruits of their labors while
on a recent vacation to Thailand. It was quite impactful to see the
good works of those that serve others.
During my travels, I discovered a missionary school and church in a
hill village outside of Chiang Rai in the midst of a Buddhist country.
The church and school’s community center was filled with the sounds
of children and I could see firsthand the difference that mission work
makes to the health, education and spiritual lives in such a remote
and impoverished part of our world. This village was also the location
of the Ruammit Sub District Health Promoting Hospital. They said the
clinic was open Monday through Friday but that a doctor was only
there one day a week. A visit costs about 30 cents. The village relies
heavily on telemedicine, which is a wonderful service that is just now
catching on in the United States.

• An ecolodge that also hosts the employment training program and
acts as a safe house for women at risk of or escaping trafficking.
The ecolodge shares the land with the elephant camp which
consequently includes animals rights causes under the umbrella
of Daughters Rising/The Chai Lai Orchid. The ecolodge generates
a profit, which goes back into Daughters Rising projects and
provides a home and a training program for at-risk girls. These
salaried apprentices learn hospitality and English.

Several days later, I made my way from Chiang Rai to Chiang Mai
where I booked a visit to the Chai Lai Orchid. Chai Lai Orchid is
located 1.5 hours outside of Chiang Mai. What was to be a fun-filled,
adventurous day of feeding, washing and riding elephants turned into
so much more.

I was honored and thrilled to participate in such a wonderful
experience and know that my participation helped to fund the works
of such a wonderful organization. If you find yourself near Chiang Mai,
it is not to be missed. To learn more about these organizations please
visit their websites at www.daughtersrising.com and
www.chailaiorchid.com

I discovered the Chai Lai Orchid Elephant Experience is only part of a
multilevel operation that contributes to the people in numerous ways:

Pamela Woods
Senior Account Executive
Gallagher Charitable, Columbia, SC

• Elephant Camp Sanctuary – provides for animal rights causes.
Being daily witnesses to the abuse of 12 Asian elephants and
their Burmese refugee caretakers (many of whom have been
victims of trafficking), the organization launched a campaign to
transform the camp into a sanctuary. The Chai Lai Orchid “rents”
the elephants from another camp half of the day and hosts
ethical only tours with the elephants. This means feeding,
watering, riding bareback in the hills and into the river with the
elephants, as opposed to non-stop tourist chair rides.
• Daughters Rising – an organization that seeks to empower at-risk
girls through education and employment to end trafficking and
exploitation in their communities and break the cycle of
generational poverty. Daughters Rising also hosts a mobile clinic
to reach rural, indigenous villages, funds Thailand’s only
indigenous school, created an artisan project with local women
and is currently fundraising to provide safe drinking water to
these same villages.
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Serving those
who serve others
around the world

World’s Most Ethical Companies” and
“Ethisphere” names and marks are registered
trademarks of Ethisphere LLC. Arthur J.
Gallagher & Co. named one of the World’s
Most Ethical Companies for 2016. Ethisphere
Institute, March 2016.

Gallagher Charitable International Insurance Services
• Senior Staff with over 100 years of combined experience serving mission-sending organizations
• Available 24 hours a day
• In-house claims service for Volunteer Travel program
• Crisis management services
• Policies developed to meet international missions travelers’ unique needs
• International medical services for career missionaries and much more
• If your organization has a specific insurance need, we will help.

Our goal is to meet the insurance needs of missionaries and mission-sending
organizations. We serve those who serve others and are very proud of our role.
Please call us if you would like to review your international insurance program.
We can also coordinate the resources to insure your domestic exposures.

Suggestions or ideas for future content? We welcome your input.
Please email us at gallaghercharitable@ajg.com.

Visit us on
Facebook
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